Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.176; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
The title molecule, C 12 H 7 N 3 O, is almost planar, with an r.m.s. deviation of 0.026 Å . No directional interactions could be detected in the crystal.
Related literature
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Comment
The title compound is an important intermediate in the synthesis of 2-(1-methyl-2-oxoindolin-3-yl)malononitrile, which in turn is a useful pharmaceutical intermediate (Demchuk et al., 2011) . We report herein the crystal structure of the title compound.
The bond distances and angles in the title compound ( Fig. 1 ) agree very well with the corresponding bond distances and angles reported in a closely related compound (Spencer et al., 2010) . The crystal structure is devoid of any classic hydrogen bonds (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
A solution of 1-methylindoline-2,3-dione (8.1 g, 0.05 mol) in acetonitrile (20 ml) was added dropwise, while stirring, to malononitrile (6.6 g, 0.1 mol) dissolved in acetonitrile (10 ml), at room temperature. After stirring for 40 minutes, the precipitated 2-(1-methyl-2-oxoindolin-3-ylidene)malononitrile was filtered off and washed with 40 ml portions of acetonitrile, and the combined filtrates were concentrated under reduced pressure; yellow crytalline 2-(1-methyl-2oxoindolin-3-ylidene)malononitrile, the title compound, was thus obtained (8.2 g; yield = 60%). The crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of EtOH solution.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed geometrically at the distances of 0.93-0.97 Å for C-H and included in the refinement in riding motion approximation with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq of the carrier atom.
Computing details
Data collection: CAD-4 EXPRESS (Enraf-Nonius, 1994); cell refinement: CAD-4 EXPRESS (Enraf-Nonius, 1994 A unit cell packing diagram of the title compound. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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